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SUBJECT: GREEK REACTION TO CARAMANLIS’ TRIP TO ROME 

1. THE GREEK PRESS HAS HAILED PRIME MINISTER CARAMANLIS' 
THREE-DAY TRIP TO ROME (SEPTEMBER 29-OCTOBER 1), AS IT HAD 
HIS PREVIOUS TRIPS, AS A SUCCESS. ALTHOUGH SURPASSED AS A 
NEWS STORY BY THE EVENTS SURROUNDING THE EXECUTION OF THE 
FIVE SPANISH TERRORISTS, THE ROME VISIT NEVERTHELESS 
RECEIVED WIDE AND VERY FAVORABLE PLAY IN THE LOCAL MEDIA. 

THE GENERAL PRESS REPORTING WAY SUOVED UP BY LEFT-OF-CENTER 
ELEFTHEROT YPI A’ S "CARAMANLIS ATTAINED IN ROME MORE THAN HE 
EXPECTED." 

2. THE MEDIA FOCUSED ON THREE MAIN TOPICS: GREEK ENTRY INTO 
THE EC, THE CYPRUS QUESTION AND THE PRIME MINISTER'S MEETING 
WITH THE POPE. THE FIRST TWO SUBJECTS WERE PRESENTED 

AS VICTORIES FOR THE GREEK SIDE. A SPECIAL REFRAIN 
BANNERED BY MANY JOURNALS WAS THE WELCOME ANNOUNCEMENT OF 
ITALY'S TOTAL ENDORSEMENT OF GREECE'S APPLICATION TO BECOME 
A FULL MEMBER OF THE COMMUNITY. ONLY A FEW DAILIES 
MENTIONED THE FACT THAT THE ECONOMIES OF THE TWO NATIONS 
COMPETE IN CERTAIN AREAS, WHILE MOST GLOSSED OVER PROBLEMS 
WHICH ARE LIKELY TO ARISE DURING THE FORTHCOMING NEGOTIATIONS. 
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3. ON CYPRUS, MANY NEWSPAPERS, WITH APPARENT DISREGARD 
FOR THE CAREFULLY WORDED OFFICIAL COMMUNIQUE ISSUED AT 
THE END OF THE VISIT, TENDED TO OVERPLAY THE ITALIAN 
COMMITMENT TO GREECE, CALIMING FULL ITALIAN SUPPORT FOR THE 
GREEK POSITION. HOPE WAS ALSO EXPRESSED THAT THERE WOULD 
BE A NEW EC INITIATIVE ON CYPRUS AS A CONSEQUENCE OF THE VISIT. 
CONSERVATIVE, PRO-GOVERNMENT ACROPOLIS HEADLINED "AFTER THE 
SUCCESSFUL VISIT OF THE PRIME MINISTER TO ROME - EEC INTIIATIVES 
ON CYPRUS." 

4. AS TO CARAMANLIS" MEETING WITH POPE PAUL, THE MEDIA 
WERE QUICK TO SPECULATE THAT THIS MEANT GREECE WAS SOON TO 
ESTABLISH DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH THE VATICAN. SAID 
LIBERAL, OPPOSITION TO VIMA, "WILL RELATIONS THE 

VATICAN BE RESTORED?" 

5. THE MEDIA ALSO MADE SPECIAL MENTION OF THE WARM 
RECEPTION ACCORDED THE GREEK PRIME MINISTER IN ROME, 

DESCRIBING IN DETAIL THE ITALIAN EFFORTS TO GREET THEIR 
GREEK GUEST EFFUSIVELY. A FEW JOURNALS WENT SO FAR AS 

TO SPECULATE THAT AS WELCOME AS THE IMMEDIATE TANGIBLE BENEFITS 
OF THE VISIT WERE, THE LONG RANGE EFFECTS WOULD BE EVEN 
MORE SIGNIFICANT. IN CONCLUSION. SAID INDEPENDENT KATHIMERINI, 

MR. CARAMANLIS’ VISIT TO ROME WAS ONE MORE STEP "WITHIN THE GENERAL 
FRAMEWORK OF GREECE'S OPENING OUT TOWARDS A FREE EUROPE." 

KUBISCH 
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